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Today was one of 

those days where I 

truly understood why 

there’s a need for a 

Turning Point.  First 

thing this morning I 

had a community 

member walk through 

our doors with his 

brother.  My first 

response was “I am 

busy getting ready for a 

morning meeting.”  As I 

talked to him I could 

tell he really needed 

my help and needed it 

now. 

After talking to him I 

found out his brother 

was in dire need of our 

help.  He was running 

for his life because of 

his drug activities and 

the people who are 

part of the violent 

environment of selling 

and using drugs. 

We were his last ray of 

hope.  He was tired of 

chasing and trying to 

find his next high and 

had some people 

saying “We are coming 

after you.” 

As a community 

servant, I was so 

grateful that Turning 

Point was here and 

able to help him.  We 

processed him in a 

matter of hours, gave 

him food and a safe 

haven.   

Now he has the 

opportunity to change 

his life and my hope is 

that he takes full 

advantage of this 

opportunity.  I will keep 

you posted. 

We save lives: one life 

at a time. 

Offering the Last Ray of  Hope 
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Y o ur  

m o n t h l y  

n e ws  &  

u p d at es .  

 

Ain't No  

Stopping  

Us Now 

That is a good 

description of what is 

in store for us in 2017 

- we're on the 

move!  Read more 

about what we have 

in store for the year in 

our monthly 

newsletters or our 

website  

O u r  

M is s i o n :  

To meet the needs  

of our community, 

beginning with 

chemical health. 
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Communities Get Creative to Address Homelessness 

Can communities truly 

help in solving the 

homeless crisis?  

In Portland Oregon: 

The European Union 

Times recently posted an 

article on how Portland, 

Oregon officials planned 

t o  a d d r e s s  t h e i r 

intractable homeless 

problem. Soon a handful 

of homeless families will 

m o v e  i n t o  t i n y , 

government-constructed 

modular units in the 

backyards of willing 

homeowners. 

As soon as Portland 

officials can secure four 

backyards to place its 

Accessory Dwelling Units, 

what some people may 

call a granny flat, or a tiny 

home minus wheels.  

Under the pilot program 

called “A Place for You,” 

homeowners will take 

over the heated, fully 

plumbed tiny houses and 

rent them.   Many of the 

tenants will be part of the 

working poor population 

and homeless families. 

Presently around 200 

homeowners have signed 

up to learn more after 

Mul tnomah County ’s 

project was first made 

public by the city’s 

alternative weekly paper. 

In Minneapolis, Minnesota: 

In a recent article in the 

Star and Tribune entitled 

“ C r e a t i v e  H o m e l e s s 

Solutions Run Up Against 

Minneapolis City Code,” 

Alejandra Matos writes of 

another concept that 

seems to be catching 

traction in Minneapolis that 

at least one citizen calls 

“their creative solution to 

ease homelessness.”   The 

article goes on to explain 

how this individual leases 

three single-family homes 

in north Minneapolis and 

then rents out each 

bedroom to residents who 

cannot find other stable 

housing, including felons, 

drug addicts and residents 

with mental-health issues. 

When asked about her 

motivation for this venture 

she states, “I’m not getting 

rich off of this.” 

Tenants are charged $500 

to $550 a month, and for 

that they get a bedroom 

with their own lock, and 

they share a kitchen, 

bathroom and living room. 

Their rent includes all 

utilities. Tenants must 

sign a month-to-month 

contract and abide by a 

policy that prohibits drugs 

and alcohol. However, 

there have been City Code 

issues that must be 

attended to in this 

particular concept.  

This article is neither 

advocating nor disavowing 

the legitimacy of these 

solutions, or of people’s 

motivations for them. I 

write only to acknowledge 

t h e  i n g e n u i t y , 

c r e a t i v e n e s s  a n d 

resources we have as a 

people.   How do we as 

one of the wealthiest 

countries on earth accept 

the levels of poverty, 

i n c a r c e r a t i o n ,  l o w 

accessibility to healthcare, 

l o w  e d u c a t i o n a l 

standards, alcohol and 

drug abuse and the 

number of our citizens 

literally living on the 

streets?  The ideas above 

may not be the fix-all 

ideas of the future, but 

they tell us “yes we can.” 

Mr. Stephen  

Robinson 

Housing  

Division Director 
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Turning Point—A time a place to change your mind. 

We Celebrated in Style  
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On April 28th we held our 5th Annual Turning Point Honors 

Gala. The Gala was held at the beautiful and elegant 

International Market Square.  This year we honored Sharon 

Sayles Belton, the first African American and firs woman 

Mayor of Minneapolis as Person of the Year. We also 

honored Woodrow Jefferson, community advocate and 

outreach worker, as Employee of the Year and Timothy 

James, author and recovery coach, as Client of the Year.  We 

had over 160 attendees and raised over $8,000 to go 

toward our low-rent housing project. 

We began the celebration by passing out fans to each 

person printed with the saying “Aint no stopping us now,” 

which is how we feel about our future and the future of the 

community.  We are so blessed to have the support of our 

community for generations. 

Our Honorees are examples of one of the Kwanzaa values: 

Collective work and responsibility 

To build and maintain our community together and make 

our brothers’ and sisters’ problems our problems and to 

solve them together. 

It is with great pride that we honor these three individuals. 

Young 
Victorious 
Dancers 

Employee of the Year  
Mr. Woodrow Jefferson 

Dr. Peter Hayden presents theTurning Point Honors  
Person of the Year Award to Ms. Sharon Sayles Belton. 
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President & CEO 

 
Ms. Elizabeth Reed 

Chief Operating 
Officer 

Client of the Year 
Mr. Timothy James 


